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undulatus)was discovered just upstreamin the OrangeCounty reach ofthe North Fork
(McGrath, 1991). Shells ofyellowlampmussels, notched rainbows and elliptios were also found
duringthis inventory as far downstream as the LittleRiver Gorge, and still more speciesmaybe
found if a more intensive survey is conducted(the survey by McGrath did not extend below the
confluence ofthe two forks).

In addition to the mussels, 36 species offishhavebeen recorded within the Little River
(Menhinick, 1991), including eight species-all shiners or darters-that are indicatorsofhigh
quality waters. The most noteworthyspecies is the mimic shiner(NotTopis volucellus),whichhas
been recorded from onlya few siteswithinthe Piedmont. TheRoanoke bass (Ambloplites
roanokensis), whichis endemic to the Neuse, Tar and Roanoke drainages, hu also been recorded,
as have otters (LutrD conadensis), queensnakes(Regina septelllVittata) and red-bellied
watersnakes(Nerodiaerythrogaster), a predomiDantly CoastalPlain speciesthat may have
strayedup into the Little River ReIervoir trom the Triauic Basin.

Eleven specieI offorest inWior', MOtropical migrants were recorded on one visitmade to
the Little River Gorge late in the nesting period (24 June);giventhe qualityofthe forests along
the slopes, still more species shouldbe expectedto occur here. One ofthese, the reJP,onally-rare
worm eatingwarbler (Helmitheros vermivorus), mayin fact havebeen heard on this visit, but was
not confirmed. This speciesis extremely scarce as a nestingspeciesin the Piedmont,where it
occurs particularly in association with steep, north-facing slopescoveredwith mountainlaurel, an
excellent example ofwhichoccurs on the city-owned landborderingthe reservoir. Another,
regionally-rare species associated with steep slopes, the broad-winged hawk (Buteoplatypterus),
is commonly seenjust upstream along the LittleRiver (Tom Krakauer, MuseumofLife and,
Sciences, pers. comm.)and shouldalsobe looked for as a nesting specieswithinthe gorge.

Wild turkey (Meleagrisgallopavo) is alao frequently seen in this area (Jane Korest, pers.
comm.; Tom Krakauer, pers. comm.). This species is associated with fairly large tracts of
undeveloped habitat, whichoccur both along the steep slopesofthe gorge and nearbytracts of
fairly hilly terrain,(a part ofwhichwas identified as the Little RiverUplandsby Sutter, 1987).
Other wide-ranging species associated with extensive forests have also been reported along the
upper reachesotthe Little River, including barred owls (Strix varia), pileatedwoodpeckers
(Dryocopus pileatus) and possibly long-tailed weasel(Mustelafrenata)2. Black vulture
(Coragypsatratus), state Special Concern, and striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), which is
generally rare withinthe Triangle region, are abo fi"equent withinthis area, but are associated
more with the rural landscape thanwith the exteaIivewoodlands.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FLORA:

At the Saw Mill Hole Bluffs, 1,.1, site, steep slopeson both the north and south sides of
a rocky riverwith numerous littlewaterfalls and pools result in a very scenicsite. The slopes are

2 TomKrabuerbu obIeIved roIId-kil1ed weueIa aIoac Oueu ROlld in this vicinity (pen. CODUD.); they
could, however, have been miok, which lIIIouId be fairly OODVDOO in this area. I
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